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As a Church of England school, the teaching of Religious Education at
Holy Trinity is central to our curriculum. The 1988 Education Act states
that 'Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of
the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils'.

• Through our Religious Education curriculum, we aim:

• to engage pupils in enquiring into and exploring questions arising
from the study of religion, faith and belief, so as to promote their
personal, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

• to provide our pupils with the knowledge and understanding of
Christianity and other principal religious faiths, traditions and beliefs
represented in Great Britain and the wider world.

• to develop our pupils' understanding of the ways in which beliefs
influence people's behaviour, practices and outlook.

• to enable our pupils to develop a positive attitude towards people
who hold religious beliefs different from their own.

• to enable our pupils to apply the insights of the principal religious
faiths and traditions to their own search for identity and significance.

• to enable our pupils to become aware of their own beliefs and values
and to have a positive attitude to the search for meaning and purpose
in life.



Intent

Our intent is underpinned by ensuring all pupils are able to

• To develop a strong foundation of the Christian faith

through knowledge and understanding

• To develop some knowledge and understanding of

other faiths in line with the SDBE Suggested Syllabus.

• To apply an understanding of religion to develop

sensitivity and respect towards all people.

• To develop the ability to reflect on and communicate

with others issues of truth, belief and faith

• To develop a knowledge and understanding of the

Christian Faith and the Anglican tradition through a

study of: Creation, Prayer and Worship, the Life and

Teachings of Jesus, Old Testament Characters, Living

out our Faith and Christian Festivals
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Implementation

Our learners develop a thorough knowledge and
understanding of the Christian faith through a wide range
of learning opportunities through weekly Religious
Education lessons, daily acts of collective worship, termly
church services and educational visits to all different
places of worship. We include a local area Faith Walks to
support our learners’ understanding of the multi faith
nature of our local community. Learners are able to make
comparisons and real links between the beliefs, practices
and value systems of the Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh,
Buddhist and Hindu faith.
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Impact

• Pupils develop 

• knowledge and understanding of, and their ability to 
respond to, Christianity, other principal world religions, 
other religious traditions and world views;

• an understanding and respect for different religions, 
beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life 
choices), through exploring issues within and between 
faiths;

• an understanding of the influence of faith and belief on 
individuals, societies, communities and cultures;

• skills of enquiry and response through the use of 
religious vocabulary, questioning and empathy;

• skills of reflection, expression, application , analysis and 
evaluation of beliefs, values and practices, and the 
communication of personal responses to these.

• opportunities for all pupils for personal reflection and 
spiritual development; 5
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In EYFS the pupils  explore and 
respond to a Big Question within 
each unit

• Who made the Wonderful 
World?

• Why is Christmas special for 
Christians?

• Why do Christians believe Jesus 
is special?

• What’s so special about Easter?

• Special people, who are they?

• Who cares for this special 
world?



In Year 1 the pupils  explore 
and respond to a Big 
Question within each unit

• What responsibility has 
God given people about 
taking care of creation.

• Why are saints important 
to Christians?

• What is is like to live as a 
Jew?

• What is the story of Noah 
about?

• Why is Easter the most 
important festival for 
Christians?

• What is the importance of 
symbols, beliefs and 
teachings in Hinduism?

• Why do Christians make 
and keep promises?
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In Year 2 the pupils  
explore and respond to a 
Big Question within each 
unit

• What are they having a 
Jewish party?

• Who is Christ the King?
• Where is the Light of 

Christmas?
• What does it mean to be 

a Hindu?
• What are God’s rules for 

living?
• How do the Easter 

symbols help us to 
understand the true 
meaning of Easter?

• Why did Jesus teach the 
Lord’s prayer as the way 
to pray?

• Why is it good to listen 
and remember the 
stories of Jesus?



In Year 3 the pupils  explore and 
respond to a Big Question within 
each unit

• What does it mean to be a Jew?

• What is the Bible’s big story and 
what does it reveal about having 
faith in God?

• How do Christians follow Jesus’ 
new commandments and the two 
great commandments?

• How do Advent and Epiphany 
show us what Christmas is really 
about?

• What do Sikhs believe?

• What can we learn from wisdom?

• Who is the most important person 
in the Easter story?

• What does it mean to be a Sikh?

• How did belief in God affect the 
actions of in the old testament?
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In Year 4 the pupils  explore and 
respond to a Big Question within 
each unit

• What is the importance of 
symbol, beliefs and teachings in 
Hinduism?

• What do the miracles of Jesus 
teach?

• Why is remembrance important?

• Is peace the most important 
message at Christmas?

• What is Buddhism?

• Do fame and Christian faith go 
together?

• How does Holy Communion build 
a Christian Community?

• How does worship and liturgy 
enable a Christian to grow and 
express their faith?

• What does it mean to be a 
Buddhist?
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In Year 5 the pupils  explore 
and respond to a Big 
Question within each unit

• What is the importance of 
symbol, beliefs and 
teachings in Hinduism?

• How do art and music 
convey Christmas

• What does it mean to be a 
Jew?

• How do Bishops inaction 
help lead the Anglican 
Church in the Christian faith 
today?

• What happens in churches 
during lent and Easter?

• The journey of life and death 
(all faiths)

• How has the Christian 
message survived for over 
2,000 years?
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In Year 6 the pupils  explore and 
respond to a Big Question 
within each unit

• What do we understand 
about all faiths?

• What do the monastic 
traditions within the 
Christianity show us about 
living in the community?

• How would Christians 
advertise Christmas?

• What does Christmas mean 
today?

• What does it mean to be a 
Muslim?

• Should every Christian go on a 
pilgrimage?

• How does the Christian festival 
of Easter offer hope?

• How and why do muslims
uphold their faith by giving 
commitment to Allah?

• Who decides? Rules and 
responsibilities – Bridging Unit



13

Our prayer corners 
offer pupils and 
staff a quiet space 
to spend time with 
God, to have 
moments of 
reflection, stillness 
and  prayer. Every 
child can access the 
prayer corner in 
their classroom and 
in the communal 
area within the 
school
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The themes of our 
collective worship are 
taken from the traditions 
of the Christian values, 
our school values and 
British Values as well as 
some events of the 
Christian calendar.  The 
themes of our collective 
worship also reflect and 
build upon topics taught 
within the school 
curriculum. 
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Collective worship is a time when our 
school community can grow spiritually 
and experience the powers of prayer, 
stillness and reflection. Through the act 
of worship we seek to develop the 
children’s appreciation of the society in 
which they live and to nurture a respect 
and understanding of Christianity as well 
as an awareness of other faiths and 
festivals.  Worship is an integral part of 
developing the Children’s understanding 
of the Gospel values and the fact that 
they drive all that we do.
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Each unit has a big 
question for the children 
to research, respond to 
and reflect upon.
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The  Faith 
Ambassadors 
conducted a 
survey to find 
out what 
children think 
about 
Religious 
Education

Religious Education A lot Agree Not 

much

I enjoy RE lessons 60% 30% 10%

I learn interesting things 

about Christianity

68% 30% 2%

I like learning about other 

religions

64% 26% 10%

Teachers make RE 

interesting and fun

60% 26% 14%

I have learnt  a lot about 

the Bible through RE

54% 38% 8%

What are the things you like best about RE?

Trips to see other religions.

To learn about other religions.  Clips we watch about 

other religions

I like learning about God and Jesus.  I like learning 

about the bible.

Learning about worship.

I like that we can look deeper in people’s lives. 

Gabriel Year 4 – RE is my favourite 
subject, I love learning about God.

Janelle Year 6 – I enjoyed learning 
about the different faiths. I like taking 
part in collective worship and praying at 
the end of worship.

Hosanna Year 5 - I really like finding 
out something I didn’t know about  and I 
like comparing the different faiths that 
we study
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Weekly  
website 

publication of 
collective 
worship, 

prayers and 
reflections
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We work in close partnership with Holy 
Trinity Church  to plan and deliver acts of 
worship that are invitational, reflective 
and engaging. There is flexibility in the 
provision of collective worship to enable all 
pupils to benefit without compromising 
their beliefs.
Collective worship gives pupils and school 
staff the opportunity to:
Engage in an act of community.
Express praise and thanksgiving to God.
Be still and reflect.
Explore the big questions of life and 
respond to national events.
Foster respect and deepen spiritual 
awareness.
Reflect on the character of God and on 
the teachings of Christ.
Affirm Christian values and attitudes.
Share each other's joys and challenges.
Celebrate special times in the Christian 
calendar




