
Progression of Skills – English Reading   

Core text books EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Term 1 What makes me a 

me? 
The Little Red Hen 
in Brixton 

  

Hats of faith / 
Sound Collector 
Roger McGough 

The Journey  
Francesca Sanna 

  

Gregory Cool 
Caroline Binch 

Coming to England 
   Floella Benjamin 

The Kidnapped 
Prince 

Term 2 The Stickman Walking through 
the jungle 

The Nutcracker Jason and the 
Argonauts (film) 

Operation 
Gadgetman 

Who Let the Gods 
Out? 

Hamlet 

Term 3 Ben plants a 
Butterfly Garden 

Tom and the Island 
of Dinosaurs 

Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley 

/ The Day the 
Ocean went Away 

Flat Stanley: The 
Great Egyptian 
Grave Robbery 

Journey to the River 
Sea 

Floodland 
 

Marcus Sedgwick 
 

What a waste 

Term 4 The Naughty Bus Rosie Revere 
Engineer 

Emma Jane’s 
Aeroplane  

The Iron Man 
 

Ted Hughes 

Ada’s Ideas The Jamie Drake 
Equation 

 

Horrible Histories-
Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 

Term 5 Katie in London Shark in the Park Tower Bridge Cat / 
Traction Man 

My secret diary 
Flossie Albright 
Marcia Williams 

Asterix in Britain Wind in the Willows 
 

Kenneth Graeme 

True stories of the 
Blitz 

Term 6 Oliver’s Vegetables Food around the 
World 

Maximus and the  
Beanstalk /  

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 

The Day The Crayon 
Quit  

Drew Daywalt 

The fastest Boy in 
the World 

Pig Heart Boy 
 

Malorie Blackman 

How does my brain 
work 

My first book about 
the brain 

 

Skills EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Decoding Develop their 

phonological 
awareness, so 
that they can: 

 spot and 
suggest 
rhymes 

 count or clap 
syllables in 
words 

 recognise 
words with 
the same initial 
sound, such as 
money and 
mother  

 •apply phonic 
knowledge to 
decode words 
•speedily read 
all 40+ 
letters/groups 
for 40+ 
phonemes 
•read accurately 
by blending 
taught GPC 
•read common 
exception words 
•read common 
suffixes (-s, -es, -
ing, -ed, etc.) 

 *secure phonic 
decoding until reading is 
fluent*read accurately 
by blending, including 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes*read 
multisyllable words 
containing these 
graphemes*read 
common suffixes*read 
exception words, noting 
unusual 
correspondances*read 
most words quickly & 
accurately without 

 *apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes, both to read 
aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet*read 
further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where 
these occur in the 
word 

 

 *apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes, both to read 
aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new words 
they meet*read 
further exception 
words, noting the 
unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound, and where 
these occur in the 
word 

 

*apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and 
etymology), both to read 
aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words 
that they meet 

 

*apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and etymology), 
both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of 
new words that they meet 

 



Read individual 
letters by saying 
the sounds for 
them. 

Blend sounds into 

words, so that 
they can read 
short words made 
up of letter-sound 
correspondences. 

Read some letter 
groups that each 
represent one 
sound and say 
sounds for them. 

Read simple 
phrases and 
sentences made 
up of words 
with known 
letter-sound 
correspondence
s and, where 
necessary, a few 
exception 
words. 

Say a sound for 
each letter in the 
alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs. 

Read words 
consistent with 
their phonic 
knowledge by 
sound-blending 
Read aloud 
simple 
sentences and 
books that are 
consistent with 
their phonic 
knowledge, 
including some 
common 
exception 
words. 

•read 
multisyllable 
words 
containing 
taught GPCs 
•read 
contractions and 
understanding 
use of 
apostrophe 
•read aloud 
phonically-
decodable texts 

 

overt sounding and 
blending 

 

Range of 
reading 

•listening to 
teachers 
reading story 
books poems 

 •listening to 
and discussing a 
wide range of 
poems, stories 

 *listening to, discussing 
and expressing views 
about a wide range of 
contemporary and 

 listening to and 
discussing a wide 
range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-

 *listening to and 
discussing a wide 
range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-

*continuing to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 

*continuing to read and 
discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction 



and non-
fictions books 

and non-fiction 
at a level beyond 
that at which 
they can read 
independently 
• being 
encouraged to 
link what they 
read or hear 
read to their 
own experiences 

 

classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at 
which they can read 
independently 

 

fiction and reference 
books or 
textbooks*reading 
books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 

fiction and reference 
books or 
textbooks*reading 
books that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

 

and reference books or 
textbooks*reading books 
that are structured in 
different ways and reading 
for a range of 
purposes*making 
comparisons within and 
across books 

 

and reference books or 
textbooks*reading books 
that are structured in 
different ways and reading 
for a range of 
purposes*making 
comparisons within and 
across books 

Familiarity 
with texts 

*becoming very 
familiar with 
key stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional 
tales, retelling 
them 

 *becoming very 
familiar with key 
stories, fairy 
stories and 
traditional tales, 
retelling them 
and considering 
their particular 
characteristics 
*recognising and 
joining in with 
predictable 
phrases 

 

 *becoming increasingly 
familiar with and 
retelling a wider range 
of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional 
tales*recognising simple 
recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry 

 

 *increasing their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, 
and retelling some of 
these 
orally*identifying 
themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 

 

 *increasing their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, 
and retelling some of 
these 
orally*identifying 
themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 

 

 *increasing their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including 
myths, legends and 
traditional stories, modern 
fiction, fiction from our 
literary heritage, and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions*identifying and 
discussing themes and 
conventions in and across a 
wide range of writing 

 

 *increasing their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including myths, legends 
and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction 
from our literary 
heritage, and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions*identifying 
and discussing themes 
and conventions in and 
across a wide range of 
writing 

 

Word 
meaning 

*discussing 
word meanings, 
linking new 
meanings to 
those already 
known 

 *discussing 
word meanings, 
linking new 
meanings to 
those already 
known 

 

 *discussing and 
clarifying the 
meanings of words, 
linking new meanings 
to known 
vocabulary*discussin
g their favourite 
words and phrases 

  

 
*using dictionaries 
to check the 
meaning of words 
that they have read 

  

 *using dictionaries to 
check the meaning of 
words that they have 
read 

 

*using dictionaries to check 
the meaning of words that 
they have read 

*using dictionaries to check 
the meaning of words that 
they have read 

Understanding  Enjoy listening 
to longer 
stories and can 
remember 
much of what 
happens. 

Understand 
‘why’ 
questions, like: 
“Why do you 
think the 
caterpillar got 
so fat?” 

Be able to 
express a point 

 *drawing on 
what they 
already know or 
on background 
information and 
vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher*checkin
g that the text 
makes sense to 
them as they 
read and 
correcting 

 
 *discussing the 
sequence of events in 
books and how items of 
information are 
related*drawing on 
what they already know 
or on background 
information and 
vocabulary provided by 
the teacher*checking 
that the text makes 
sense to them as they 

 
 *checking that the 
text makes sense to 
them, discussing their 
understanding and 
explaining the 
meaning of words in 
context*asking 
questions to improve 
their understanding of 
a text*identifying main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 

 *checking that the 
text makes sense to 
them, discussing their 
understanding and 
explaining the 
meaning of words in 
context*asking 
questions to improve 
their understanding of 
a text*identifying 
main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph and 
summarising these 

 

 * checking that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding and 
exploring the meaning of 
words in context*asking 
questions to improve their 
understanding*summarisin
g the main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key 
details to support the main 
ideas 

 

* checking that the book 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding and 
exploring the meaning of 
words in context*asking 
questions to improve their 
understanding*summarisin
g the main ideas drawn 
from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key 
details to support the main 
ideas 
 



of view and 
debate when 
they disagree 
with an adult or 
a friend, using 
words as well 
as actions 

. 

Listen to and 
talk about 
stories to build 
familiarity and 
understanding. 

Listen to and 
talk about 
selected non-
fiction to 
develop a deep 
familiarity with 
new 
knowledge and 
vocabulary. 

 

Demonstrate 
understandin
g of what has 
been read to 
them by 
retelling 
stories and 
narratives 
using their 
own words 
and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 

 

inaccurate 
reading 

 

read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 

 

paragraph and 
summarising these 

 

Inference 
Understand ‘why’ 
questions, like: 
“Why do you 
think the 
caterpillar got so 
fat?” 

 

 *discussing the 
significance of 
the title and 
events*making 
inferences on 
the basis of what 
is being said and 
done 

 

 *making inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and 
done*answering and 
asking questions 

 

*drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and 
justifying inferences 
with evidence 

 

 *drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and 
justifying inferences 
with evidence 

 

 
 *drawing inferences such 
as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences 
with evidence 

 

 
 *drawing inferences 
such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and 
justifying inferences 
with evidence 

 

Prediction 
Offer 
explanations for 
why things might 

 *predicting 
what might 
happen on the 
basis of what 

 *predicting what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 
far 

 

 *predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied 

 

 *predicting what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied 

 

 *predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied 

 

 *predicting what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 

 



happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate. 
Anticipate (where 
appropriate) key 
events in stories. 

has been read so 
far 

 

Authorial 
intent     

 *discussing words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and 
imagination*identifyin
g how language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 

 *discussing words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and 
imagination*identifyin
g how language, 
structure, and 
presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 

 *identifying how language, 
structure and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning*discuss and 
evaluate how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the impact on 
the reader 

 

 *identifying how 
language, structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning*discuss and 
evaluate how authors 
use language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the impact 
on the reader 

 

Poetry & 
performanc

e 

Sing a large 
repertoire of 
songs. Know 
many rhymes, 
be able to talk 
about familiar 
books, and be 
able to tell a long 
story. 

Take part in 
simple pretend 
play, using an 
object to 
represent 
something else 
even though 
they are not 
similar. 

Begin to 
develop 
complex stories 
using small 
world 
equipment like 
animal sets, 
dolls and dolls 
houses, etc. 

Remember 

 *learning to 
appreciate 
rhymes and 
poems, and to 
recite some by 
heart 

 

*continuing to build up 
a repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and 
reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear 

 

 *preparing poems and 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, 
showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, 
volume and 
action*recognising 
some different forms 
of poetry 

 

 *preparing poems 
and play scripts to 
read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding 
through intonation, 
tone, volume and 
action*recognising 
some different forms 
of poetry 

 

*learning a wider range of 
poetry by heart preparing 
poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding 
through intonation, tone 
and volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 

 

 *learning a wider range 
of poetry by hear 
tpreparing poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an 
audience 

 



and sing 
entire songs. 
Sing the melodic 
shape (moving 
melody, such as 
up and down and 
down and up) of 
familiar songs. 

Create their 
own songs, or 
improvise a 
song  around 
one they know. 

Engage in 
story times. 

Retell the 
story, once 
they have 
developed a 
deep 
familiarity 
with the text; 
some as 
exact 
repetition 
and some in 

their own 
words. 

Learn 
rhymes, 
poems and 
songs. 

Sing in a 
group or on 
their own, 
increasingly 
matching the 
pitch and 
following the 
melody. 

Develop 
storylines in 
their pretend 
play. 



Demonstrate 
understanding 
of what has 
been read to 
them by 
retelling 
stories and 
narratives 
using their 
own words 
and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 

Make use of 
props and 
materials 
when role 
playing 
characters in 
narratives and 
stories. 

Invent, adapt 
and recount 
narratives and 
stories with 
their peers 
and their 
teacher. 
Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems 
and stories with 
others, and 
(when 
appropriate) try 
to move in time 
to music. 

Non-fiction Engage in 

non-fiction 

books 

Listen to and 

talk about 

selected non-

fiction to 

develop a 

*being introduced 
to non-fiction 
books that are 
structured in 
different ways 

 
*being introduced to 
non-fiction books that 
are structured in 
different ways 

 

 *retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction 

 

 *retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction 

 

*distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion*retrieve, record 
and present information 
from non-fiction 

 

 *distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion*retrieve, record 
and present information 
from non-fiction 

 



deep 

familiarity 

with new 

knowledge 

and 

vocabulary. 

Offer 

explanations 

for why 

things might 

happen, 

making use of 

recently 

introduced 
vocabulary 

from stories, 

nonfiction, 

rhymes and 

poems when 

appropriate. 

Use and 
understand 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary 
during 
discussions 
about stories, 
non-fiction, 
rhymes and 
poems and 

during role play. 
Discussing 

reading   *participate in 
discussion about 
what is read to 
them, taking 
turns and 
listening to what 
others 
say*explain 
clearly their 
understanding 
of what is read 
to them 

 

 *participate in 
discussion about books, 
poems & other works 
that are read to them & 
those that they can read 
for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say*explain 
and discuss their 
understanding of books, 
poems and other 
material, both those 
that they  

 

 *participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say 

 

 *participate in 
discussion about both 
books that are read to 
them and those they 
can read for 
themselves, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say 

 

 *recommending books 
that they have read to their 
peers, giving reasons for 
their choices*participate in 
discussions about books, 
building on their own and 
others’ ideas and 
challenging views 
courteously*explain and 
discuss their understanding 
of what they have read, 
including through formal 
presentations and debates, 
*provide reasoned 
justifications for their views 

 

 *recommending books 
that they have read to 
their peers, giving 
reasons for their 
choices*participate in 
discussions about books, 
building on their own 
and others’ ideas and 
challenging views 
courteously*explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read, 
including through formal 
presentations and 
debates, *provide 



reasoned justifications 
for their views 

 

 


